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Van Nuys 
Airport

Vision Study Briefing



Agenda

VNY Vision Study 

Next Steps - Community 
Outreach Schedule

Questions?

Welcome & Introductions



VNY History
• 1928 - Metropolitan Airport established by a 

small group of citizens

• 1942 - U.S. government purchases and 
converts to a military base

• 1949 - U.S. War Assets Administration 
quitclaimed the airport to the City of Los Angeles.

• 1957 - Final name change to Van Nuys Airport

• Currently - VNY serves the community, 
travelers and tourists. Services based at 
VNYs include fire, police, air ambulance, search 
and rescue

VNY Today
• $2B in annual economic activity*

• 10,000 jobs are directly supported by 
airport activity*

• 200 businesses are located at VNY

• 730 acres in total area

• 19 flight schools operate at VNY

* RFP is currently on RAMPLA for an updated economic impact study



VNY Vision Study
An Airport Land Use Compatibility Study



VNY Vision Study

Airport 
Plan & 
Vision 
Study

The VNY Airport Plan was adopted in 2006 as a 20-year plan by 
the Los Angeles City Council to guide land use development at the 
airport. As 2026 approaches, LAWA, as the owner, is engaging with 
surrounding communities, stakeholders, and technical experts to 
create a comprehensive vision for the next 20 years that supports 
the community and the continued operation of VNY as a general 
aviation airport through a Vision Study



Potential 
Improvements and 
Opportunities were 
identified through 
technical analysis

Four Preliminary 
Concepts and 
Five Concept 
Alternatives 

Studied 

Preliminary 
Alternatives (A, B, 
and C) developed 

and shown at April 
2023 Open House

Community 
Input Received 

on 3 Preliminary 
Alternatives

Community 
Feedback Used to 
develop current 
Combined Vision

Additional Listening 
Sessions and 
Community 

Outreach

Vision Study Process



Community Outreach
• Hosted three open Houses for neighbors and 

stakeholders

• Listened to the Community: Questionnaire received 

over 650 community comments

• Launched an Airport Tenant Survey

• Collaborated with the Citizens' Advisory Council Ad-

Hoc Committee (Eight meetings since Feb 2023)

• Engaged with industry stakeholders, local elected 

officials and government departments

• Established Vision Study Webpage to provide 

information, updates, FAQs, and recordings of virtual 

open houses (www.iflyvny.com/vision-study)

• Coordinated with LAWA’s Technical Advisory Team

https://www.iflyvny.com/vision-study


Vision 
Collaboration



Land Uses

**Areas throughout the city have overlay zones, like 
the Airport Plan, which contain refined layers 
of what  can be built.

Land Uses Are:
• Broad categories of how land is to 

be used (e.g. residential, 

commercial, industrial).

• Created by the City of Los 

Angeles and define what can be 

built in our communities.

• Designations that specify 

allowable uses and prohibited 

uses.



Analysis and Discussion of:
• Challenges and 

Opportunities

• Community Concerns 
and Neighborhood 

Compatibility

• Potential Phasing of Future 

RFPs and Leasehold 
Availability

• Sustainable Opportunities

• Emerging Technologies and 
Urban Air Mobility

• Electrification Opportunities

• Modernization of Aging 
Airport Facilities

Daily Drive 
Site

Woodley 
Site

Airtel Plaza 
Hotel

Golf Course

Aviation 
Complex

Commercial 
Block

Aerolease

Public Works Site

Condor 
Squadron 
& MPG

Aviation 
Plaza

LAUSD

Observation 
Park

Study Considerations



Study Considerations
1.  Considering land use designations.

• Identify appropriate parcels to incorporate eVTOL

• Identify appropriate new locations for updated infrastructure

• New observation park on west side of airport

• Incorporate “public works” site into west side of airport

• Convert aviation designation located off airfield to commercial

• Convert commercial with airfield access to aviation

• Convert commercial on Hart to aviation (eliminated after community feedback)

• Relocate aviation maintenance school to south end (eliminated after community feedback)

2.  Prioritizing the revival of available parcels.

3.  Consolidating land use categories.
• Maintain Aviation-Propeller Only land use category
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Vision Collaboration

Land Use Change 
Recommendation

Buffer Treatment

Connection Nodes



Example photos only, not to be considered final

Opportunity: Buffer Treatment



Example photos only, not to be considered final

Opportunity: Recreational Amenities



Example photos only, not to be considered final

Opportunity: Sustainability
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Interactive 
Land Use 
Exercise



Next Steps For Vision Study



Thank
You.

Contact Us.
Via email: 
vnyvisionstudy@lawa.org
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iflyvny.com/vision-study
Digital Survey

Feedback - Share your Vision 


