MINUTES OF 

BOARD MEETING 

SHERMAN OAKS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL (SONC)

Monday, May 14, 2012 

 Sherman Oaks Elementary School Auditorium

· CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 6:42 P.M by President             Jill Banks Barad following a Reception to introduce Tom LaBonge to the community..

· PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Color Guard service provided by the Betsy Ross Divison of the U.S. Navy League Cadet Corps who meet at the Patrick Henry Army Reserve Center in Sherman Oaks.

· ATTENDANCE:  There was a quorum based on the attendance of 13 members of the Board:  Jill Banks Barad, Art Fields, Howard Katchen, Arthur Hutchinson, Alicia Bartley, Jay Beeber, Sherry Revord, Sidonia Lax, Michael D. Preston, Ron Ziff, Max Calne, Neal Roden, and Anthony St.John.

The following members were absent: Jeff Ebenstein, Shanna Pollack, and Richard Marciniak.

· MINUTES: Motion to approve the April 9th, 2012 minutes was made by Howard Katchen, seconded by Jay Beeber and the Board approved the minutes as written by unanimous vote.

· REPORTS FROM STAFF of ELECTED OFFICIALS: The SONC President introduced the following people:


-Niki Ezari, Councilmember Krekorian’s Office (CD2), spoke about commercial 
recycling

-Wes Hernandez, Councilmember Paul Koretz’s Office (CD5), spoke about Code compliance initiative and announced Cold Water Canyon reduced to one lane 9am-3pm for 11 months beginning Wed, May 16th 2012.

-Pearl Ricci, Congressman Howard Berman’s Office, spoke about the Bill addressing promotion of U.S. Exports specifically with respect to the aiding the aerospace industry including satellites.  Export Bill to bring jobs to LA by allowing exports overseas of cold-war era satellite technology that was restricted for sale but will now be approved for sale.
-Matt Dababneh, Congressman Brad Sherman’s Office, spoke about congressional art contest and office hours for questions regarding various services for the community.

-Jonathan Brand, Councilmember Tom LaBonge’s Planning Deputy , introduced himself to the SONC Board now that SONC is a part of the new CD4 resulting from the recent LA redistricting.

· GUEST SPEAKER: new Councilmember for Sherman Oaks, Tom LaBonge, CD4: introduced himself, gave a brief background and answered questions from the public.

· PUBLIC COMMENT: 

· PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Jill Banks Barad
a. Update on SONC website: Jay Beeber commented at the request of the President; new website expected to be more user- friendly; expected to “go live” by the end of the week.
b. Report on DONE Open House, held April 30th: Jay Beeber commented at the request of the President; great use of time and for networking
c. Update on Neighborhood Council budget for 2012-2013: reduction in annual budget to $37,000
Jill spoke about the past efforts of the Land Use Committee (LUC) regarding Il Villagio Toscano project; said it is important that perception and reality is that we are fair; asked members of the LUC to stand and be recognized; thanked them for their hard work
· TREASURER’S REPORT/FINANCE COMMITTEE: Howard Katchen
Note: This report was given after the Land Use report

Discussed available funds and expenditures, May 16, 2012 cut off for all demand warrants, June 15, 2012 P-card cut off (reactivation July 5), Budget for next fiscal year is due to DONE by July 16, 2012.

a. Motion from the Finance Committee: to contribute $1,000.00 to the Los Angeles Citywide Neighborhood Council Congress 2012 on Saturday, September 22.  Motion was approved unanimously by the Board (11 yes, 0 no, Neil and Sidonia left)

b. Motion from the Finance Committee: to provide $2,500.00 to support Memorial Day “Music in the Park” event, pay for the stage, dance floor and sound system rental.  Amount of $2,500.00 was amended to $1,000.00 by Board vote of 6 yes to 5 no.  Motion was approved as amended by Board vote of 7 yes to 4 no.

c. Motion from Public Safety Committee to Request up to $2,000.00 to purchase equipment for three HAM radio stations to be owned by SONC and for use by South Chandler Neighborhood Watch, Library Square Neighborhood Watch, and the Senior Center at Van Nuys/Sherman Oaks Park. Motion was unanimously approved by the Board (11 yes, 0 no).
d. Motion from the Finance Committee to encumber up to $16,000.00 in election funds for the September 2012 SONC elections.  SONC Board empowered the President to add to or amend the list of vendors used for SONC election outreach.  Amount of $16,000.00 was amended to $18,000.00 by Board vote of 11 yes to 0 no.  Motion was then approved as amended by Board vote of 11 yes to 0 no.

· COMMITTEE REPORTS/UPDATES:

A. Land Use, Ron Ziff, Chair

- Update:  The Ralphs Market at Hazeltine Ave. and Ventura Blvd. has 
closed.  It will be torn down and rebuilt.  The estimated construction time is 18 
months.  The Pavilions grocery store at Kester Ave. and Ventura Blvd. is also 
scheduled to be rebuilt.  That will also take at least 18 months.  Their management has committed to postpone the project until after Ralph’s is re-
opened.


The next LUC meeting will be Thursday night, May 17th, at 6:30pm at the Senior 
Center. LUC will be considering 3 projects:

1) The change of use from a gym & bank at 14708 Ventura Blvd. to a restaurant & medical office.

2) An over height fence in the set back at 14400 Valley Vista.

3) A Conditional Use Permit to allow a Pawn Shop at 13946 Ventura Blvd. near Colbath.

4) The committee will also review the Board Policy on committee procedures as well as its own procedures.

Il Villa Toscana Project (Agenda Item 10.a.1.):

-Paul Kruger with M.David Paul gave a slide presentation on the Il Villagio Toscano project

- Jeff Kalban, member LUC, gave a presentation titled Minority Report and said the specific plan was created to protect the residents of the community

-Public comment was received for the Board to take into consideration before their vote.  The following people spoke:
Item#   For/Against   Name                Business or Organization Affiliation

9.b.


Mary-Jo Puder,
Horace Heidt Big Band Foundation

The following people all spoke on Item 10.a.1.


            
Gregory Wright, 

 
For
            Dr. Bob Cohen,           LUC & SO Chamber
                        
Emily Horn,

SO Home Owner


Against           Chuck Betz,

SOHA

 
Against
Alan Goldring PhD,    Psychologist

  
Against,
Esther Piwein,


           Against, 
Paige Wilds Kern,
Resident


For,

Bruce Gridley,



Against,
Jeffrey Kalban,           LUC

For,

Mikie Maloney,
LUC


Against,
Jackie Diamond,
LUC

Against,
Jackie Campbell,
LUC

For,

Jason Sweeny,


            Against,
Marcy Shaffer,


For,

Joani Gibbs,



Against,
Maria Paulou Kalband,

Against,
Mira Imber,



Against,
Jules Feir,

SOHA


For,

Doug Arseneault,
Valley Industry & Commerce Assoc.


Against,
Francisco Navarro,


Against,
Rick Mayer,

Resident


Against,
Marshall Lono,
SOHA


For,

Stuart Popkin

N/A


For,

Allan Clair

Sherman Oaks Chamber


Against,
Elke Heitmeyer,
SOHA


Against,
Leonard Petrus,


For,

Nooneh Kradjian,

           Against,
Daniel Tamm,



For,

Daniel Kradjian,


Against,
Kelly Malme,

Neighbor


For

Julie Gertler,

Consensus Inc.


Against,
Lisa Petrus,



Against,
Paulette Claus,



Against,
Linda Brooks,

Resident

For,

Rolando Chavarrig
LA Valley College Student


Against,
Bob Anderson,
SOHA
           Against,
April Blair



For                   David Rankell

             

C. Heaw,




- Motion from LUC to approve the Il Villagio Toscano project with 



Conditions was amended by unanimous vote of the Board:

                             Yes 12

                             No    0 

                              to add an additional condition as follows: All signage will be in 
                              compliance with the Specific Plan and no billboards or supergraphics of
                              any kind will be allowed.


- Motion from LUC was then approved as amended by Board vote of 7 yes, 
3 no, 2 abstentions. “Yes” votes were: Arthur Fields, Arthur Hutchinson,   

                        Alicia Bartley, Jay Beeber, Sherry Revord, Ron Ziff, and Max Calne.  

                        “No”votes were: Sidonia Lax, Michael D. Preston, and Anthony St. John. 
      

                         Abstentions : Jill Banks Barad and Howard Katchen. 

            Note: 
Entire 4-page Motion with 24 conditions approved as amended by the SONC  

           Board on May 14th 2012, is included in the pdf attachment to these minutes, titled   

          “SONC Decision on IVT” received from the LUC Chair, Ron Ziff.

B. Public Safety, Tony St John, Chair


- See motion made by Chair above
C. Rules and Elections- Art Fields, Chair

    SONC elections for odd-numbered areas, Thursday, September  20, 2012



D. Outreach, Sherry Revord, Chair

E. Neighborhood Services, Jeff Ebenstein, Chair, no report due to Jeff’s absence

F. Education, Max Calne, Chair

· ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE BOARD ON SUBJECT MATTERS WITHIN SONC’S JURISDICTION:  None
· ADJOURNMENT: 10:07PM

Submitted by Arthur Hutchinson, acting Secretary
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